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Imagine that your father is rich; fabulously rich.  He is hosting a major party at his home.  The 

food will be awesome.  He has a mega family room with two giant screen TV’s as well as a pool 

and Jacuzzi.  This is a party you won’t want to miss. 

 

However the question is, if it is okay with your Dad, would you invite a friend?  Either that or 

would you rather have a private party on a private beach somewhere?  No inviting people to a 

great party is usually a no-brainer; we would love to invite and bring a friend. 

 

That of course is exactly what Jesus is teaching us in the parable of the Wedding Feast.  God is 

inviting us to the greatest of all parties; the greatest of all celebrations.  He is throwing this party 

for his very own son, Jesus.  You are invited, and therefore he wants you to invite all your 

believing and non-believing friends; he invites you to invite whoever you can. 

 

Jesus said that “the kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his 

son.”  His message is that the life of faith God calls us to in this life, as well as in his eternal life 

to come, is not a boring/dull life.  Rather it is a joyous celebration. 

 

The truth is our God loves parties.  He loves to celebrate and rejoice with his children who return 

to him as well as those who live each day by faith.  God loves to celebrate with his church when 

they faithfully love others and serve his mission.  It is like a marriage celebration; it is a joyful 

party centered in his son our Savior Jesus. 

 

Therefore every Christfollower has the incredible privilege and responsibility to invite your 

family, friends and acquaintances to that unimaginable party.  Every disciple of Jesus is 

encouraged to invite people to celebrate in the joy and love of Jesus by faith.  The good news is 

if you invite people and they come to faith in Jesus, they will one day share in the great joy and 

party celebration of heaven because of your faithful witness. 

 

Now in studying this parable there are several truths which Jesus teaches about what may 

actually happen when we invite people to the party.  First we may experience rejection and 

stubbornness.  When the master sends out his servants to call those who have been invited to 

come, lots of them were stubborn and unwilling. 

 

Jesus of course is teaching here that the Jewish people, God’s chosen people, were the first to be 

invited.  Jesus the Bible says came first to the lost children of Israel.  Yet most of these people 

rejected Jesus and his gift of grace; they were too proud of their own goodness and religious 

rituals; they were too convinced that they were right and everyone else was wrong. 

 



In the same way there are those friends/family of ours today who may be stubborn and refuse the 

invitation.  There are some who may be filled with self-righteous and religious pride—they don't 

believe your faith or church are as good as theirs.  Yet Jesus beckons us to continue to invite and 

encourage, even as we know that some will reject and be stubborn. 

 

Second, we may experience the excuse that some are too busy to come—a very common excuse 

today.  Again in the parable when the master sends out his servants a number of people say they 

are too busy.  One goes on their way to their farm; another to their business.  Even though 

everything is ready; even though everything is a gift of God's grace, some avoid the invitation. 

 

It is true today that lots of people are extremely busy chasing after the things of this life.  Some 

are totally indifferent.  Some wonder how this Jesus stuff is going to help me?  I have kids to 

raise, a business to run, a movie to watch!  Invite people and some will say they are too busy. 

 

Third, inviting people we could experience abusive behavior or even persecution.  In the parable 

the servants were seized and mistreated; some were killed.  This reference of course was aimed 

at the Jewish leaders who persecuted and killed the prophets; who would put Jesus on a cross. 

 

Therefore if you’re headed to the party, if you’re inviting others there’s a possibility that abuse, 

lies, anger, as well as hatred may lie ahead.  Granted this doesn’t happen very much in our corner 

of the world today.  The rejection however we face is often more subtle, yet can be very hurtful.  

So if you’re inviting people to the party you could encounter abuse. 

 

Finally the parable says  if we invite people to God’s party/celebration we will experience a 

number of people who will respond.  In the parable the master sends his servants to the highways 

and byways, to both evil and good people in the streets; they invite as many as they find to come 

to the wedding celebration. 

 

What is happening here is that since most of the Jews at that time rejected Jesus, God in turn sent 

the good news of Jesus to the Gentiles, to the non-Jews.  This of course is very good news for 

each of us.  God is calling people from every tribe, nation and tongue to come to the party. 

 

Make sure you notice who comes—people both good and evil; sinners who are in need of God’s 

love; everyone is invited.  No matter if people have a respectable reputation or not; no matter 

what they have been through they are welcome to come.  The party is for everyone. 

 

Jesus' message therefore is that you and I, as well as our church, are to reach out to the highways, 

to our community, to people near and far and invite them to come.  Jesus'  promise is that if we 

keep on inviting, keep on opening our arms and doors, people will respond. 

 

An important thing for us to realize is that we are not to wait for people to come to us; we are to 

go to them.  We need to think each day at school, at work, coffee, Senior Center, at play—who 

needs to be invited to the celebration?  Lord, show me; help me be a missionary; help me never 

to give up. 

 



One other important thing we are to learn from this parable is that we believers are to help people 

dress rightly.  In the parable the king asks a person, “How did you get in here without wedding 

clothes, friend?”  (Matthew 22:11)  In the presence of a king one was expected to wear the right 

clothes. 

 

This means that if we are going to live in God’s kingdom; if we are going to live eternally with 

him, he will need to clothe us with his forgiveness and righteousness.  He will need to clothe us 

with his love, transformation and new life; we will be covered by his grace and holiness. 

 

Lots of people today think that they are going to the party of heaven someday simply because 

they are good people.  Some say hey I go to church once in awhile;  I do some good deeds;  I 

give some money; I have the right beliefs on social issues; I go to the right church.  Those 

clothes however, according to the Bible, are simply “filthy rags.”   (“All our righteous acts are 

like filthy rags.”  (Isaiah 64:6) 

 

That is why we as people of faith, as followers of Jesus need to help people know that living for 

Jesus, and being qualified for heaven, are not based on our own righteousness and good deeds.  

Rather, these promises are only found as we are clothed in Jesus’ righteousness and forgiveness; 

they only come as we receive God’s gifts through faith. 

 

The final thing we need to learn and remember from this parable is that the stakes are high.  The 

king has the man who was clothed in the wrong garments bound and thrown into outer darkness.  

He is cast to hell where there is eternal weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

Jesus is saying that the stakes are high.  Everyone we know is going to spend eternity in one of 

two places.  The good news is that God is calling the multitudes; his invitation is to each and 

every person who will receive his good news.  Jesus does not want anyone to perish. 

 

God's great good news is that he sent Jesus to die for each and every person in this world in order 

to offer them salvation.  Yet the only way people are ever going to know this good news is if we 

tell them.  God is counting on you to invite others to God's celebration and new life. 

 

Like many of you here this morning I am deeply concerned about the spiritual temperature of our 

church.  However something we know about churches is that the ones who are most on fire, who 

are experiencing amazing renewal and new life, are the churches where they are inviting others 

to the party/celebration.  It is true that a batch of freshly redeemed people gives a spiritual energy 

injection to any church. 

 

My friends, the question today is, “Who are you going to invite to the celebration?”  Who are 

you going to reach out to in love and witness?  Who is going to be in heaven because of your 

invitation?  Remember Jesus is counting on you. 

    


